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austere piety, will soon discover that, while attempting to render
an impossible service to the cause of virtue, it has in truth only
promoted vice/' is one of the many just remarks of a well-known
modern author. In fact, most of what'Macaulay observes on
this very topic in his " Critical and Historical Essays," whether
his theme be the Rump Parliament and Puritan austerity, or
the hideous reaction of immorality under the reign of the latter
Stuarts, may be almost literally applied to the present condition
of the Arab kingdom of saints, while it foretells a future in-
evitably not remote.

It is a singular fact, and worth mentioning before we leave
an odious subject, that crimes hateful to all, because condemned
by nature herself, were the only ones punished in Nejed by
anything like torture during the epoch preceding the Walihabee
administration. I have noticed at an earlier period of this work,
that while Turks and Persians have become a horror among
nations by the barbarity of their penal executions, among which
impaling may seem almost a mercy, the Arabs, in the few. cases
where death was to be inflicted, have always contented them-
selves with simple decapitation by the sword, deeming it unlaw-
ful for man to embitter the last moments of his fellow-man,
however criminal, by superfluous agony. Few are the excep-
tions recorded, and then only to stigmatize. But in the cases
just hinted at, outraged society embodied its detestation in a
cruel but a significant procedure, and the offenders were hung
up by the heels head downwards, till they expired. Under the
present rule, the leniency of the Goran in behalf of such culprits
is appreciated and observed. Such is the model state of Islam.

'Abd-el-Lateef is not the only representative of his family ; he
is the eldest of several brothers, but all notably inferior to him
in talent. The youngest among them, Mohammed, was a very
original character. He had just returned from Egypt, where
he had figured for two years among the medical students of the
Kasr-el-'Eynee, and exemplified in his person the Arab proverb.,
"went a donkey and came back a jackass." Narrow-minded,
narrow-hearted, as avaricious at twenty as ever Sir John Cutler
at sixty, with the exotic vices of Cairo engrafted on the in-
digenous stock of Kiad, and a dialect confused like his who in
his travels " lost his own langi age, and acquired no more," it